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In life, we often have to make decisions under uncertainty. How e a r l y 
do you have to leave home for school so that you can arrive on time? 
Should you convince your parents to buy certain lottery tickets? The list 
can go on and on.  With a mathematical and analytical mind, you can use 
data to make smart decisions. 
 
Good data analysis can also lead to exciting discoveries in many different 
areas, including astronomy, medicine, and marketing. Scientists use data to 
study how things relate to one another and to identify important factors 
that contribute to a long life. Yes, you might even discover that taking 
time out for fun activities can improve your academic performance! 
 
In this lecture, I cannot make any decisions or discoveries for you, 
but I will show how powerful it can be when data and mathematics 
are combined. In a few years, you will see that this combination 
does lead to an important scientific discipline called statistics. Why not 
start practicing statistical thinking now? 
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